Back-to-school time of year

Kids returning back to school means there will be more congestions on the roads and an increase in potential hazards. During this of year, it’s even more critical to be aware of your surroundings in school zones and residential areas. Here are a few tips:
· Pay Attention: it’s safer for you, for other drivers, passengers, pedestrians, and school bus drivers if you restrain from adjusting the radio, eating, having dogs in your vehicle, and having any other distraction present that takes your full attention off of driving.  

· School Zones: keep your eyes moving from side to side watching for pedestrians or kids riding bikes, especially in residential areas and school zones. Be watching for school zone sighs, flashing school zone signs, and be award of school bus routes.

· Be cautions around school buses: remember school bus signals must be observed in both lanes of traffic. If a school bus is in front of you and is parked with it’s red flashing lights and stop sign extended, you are legally obligated to stop and wait until the bus drives away. Yellow flashing lights on a school bus indicate that it is preparing to stop: you too should slow down to be prepared to stop as well. 

· Student drivers: Pay extra attention on residential roadways and drive defensively. Do you remember the first time you drove a vehicle? It can be intimidating. It’s important to drive with patience and understanding for new drivers as others have done for you. Your alertness and experience could prevent an accident that may be caused buy a young driver. 

· Plan a good route:  it’s probably best to avoid school zones in general as it is overall safer for you and others. Choose to use major highways and interstates. This can save you time during school year and help the roads stay safer and less congested. 
August starts school season, so be aware of your surroundings, stay alert, and help keep everyone safe on the roadways. 
