Hazards of Working near Hunting Lands
Being outdoors in the autumn can be a great way to get fresh air, exercise, and even improve our mental health. For many, fall also means hunting season which can pose dangers, sending individuals to the hospital or worse. Also, heart attacks, injured backs and broken bones are among the most common medical emergencies in hunting.
For those who want to get out into the woods to enjoy the cooler weather and beautiful colors but not participate in the hunting season, there are a few things to keep in mind to stay safe so you and the hunters can get the most out of the outdoors.
During hunting seasons, anyone doing field work on or near public or private hunting lands needs to be aware of the increased hazards around them. Although many hunters practice good hunting safety, taking extra precautions can help reduce risk around your work areas.
When working outdoors during hunting season, you can stay safe by:
· Being visible: Wearing bright colors like orange, red, or green can help you stand out. You can also wear a blaze-orange hat or vest with reflective panels. 
· Making noise: Talking, singing, or whistling can alert hunters to your presence. 
· Being aware: Look for signs of hunters, like vehicles or hunting stands. Be especially aware at dawn and dusk. 
· Being courteous: Once a hunter knows you're there, don't make unnecessary noise. If you hear shooting, let the hunters know you're nearby. 
· Avoiding confrontation: Never confront or argue with anyone who has a gun. 
· Knowing the rules: Know the hunting rules for your state, including when hunting seasons are. 
· Planning ahead: If hunting makes you uncomfortable, choose a location where hunting isn't allowed, like a national park. You can also check with local hiking clubs for areas to avoid. 
· Wearing protective equipment: Wear safety glasses, gloves, a hard hat, and work boots. 
· Working in pairs: If working in a group, stay within 100 meters of each other and know the location of your teammates. 
· Communicating: Have a plan and stick to it, and ensure everyone knows their responsibilities. 
I hope you all stay safe and enjoy the outdoors during our fall season. 
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