Risk Tolerance & Hazard Awareness 

When it comes to risk tolerance and hazard awareness for electrical utility workers, both are critical safety competencies due to the inherently dangerous nature of the work. Here’s a breakdown that could help with shaping training and daily work. 

 1. Risk Tolerance
Definition: Willingness to accept exposure to risk while performing a task.
Key Points for Utility Workers:
· Low risk tolerance is ideal. Workers should not take shortcuts, ignore protocols, or attempt tasks beyond their training.
· Behavioral indicators of high-risk tolerance (which is unsafe in this field):
· Disregarding PPE
· Rushing jobs to save time (shortcuts) 
· Working near energized lines ignoring MAD
· Desirable traits:
· Consistently follows procedures and best practices
· Seeks clarification when unsure by a component person 
· Reports near-misses or hazards without fear

🛑 2. Hazard Awareness
Definition: Ability to recognize, assess, and respond to potential dangers in the work environment.
Key Electrical Utility Hazards:
· Arc flash / arc blast
· Downed or live wires
· Backfeed from generators
· Improper grounding
· Traffic control 
· Environmental factors (weather, wildlife, terrain)
Competency Indicators:
· Uses hazard assessment tools (e.g., FLRA, tailboards)
· Understands safe limits of approach (LOA) and minimum approach distances (MAD)
· Knows lockout/tagout (LOTO) procedures
· Participates in daily safety briefings

